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Why do we pledge?
For many of us, the Episcopal Church’s concentration on pledging 
can be a little confusing.  How is a pledge different from the money 
we put into the plate each Sunday, or from the support some of 
us provide to the property committee or music program?  And 
why does our church seem to treat our pledges with such impor-
tance?  Each of us chooses to support Church of Our Saviour in 
slightly different ways, and certainly we are able to afford different 
amounts.  But what is special about making an annual pledge is 
that it is made towards the end of the year, in preparation for the 
year to come.  Thus, it is planned in advance, not in response to 
any crisis or specific need but as an expression of our faith and as 
a commitment to the community that is Church of Our Saviour. 
Here are three important reasons to think carefully about your 
pledge this year:

Reality.  Our church, like any other organization, needs to budget.  
How much can we allocate to our outreach programs?  How many 
repairs can we do for our aging – but beautiful – facilities?  These 
and myriad other decisions are ones that need to be made in ad-
vance, planned and executed carefully.  Our pledges allow Church 
of Our Saviour to do this.  It benefits us all, giving us a more pleas-
ant, more rewarding experience every time we go to church.

Commitment.  One of the most positive aspects of making a 
pledge is its intentionality.  By making a pledge – of a size that is 
important to us, but proportional to what we are able to commit to 
– we signal that we are serious about the health of our church, that 
we intend to remain involved in its affairs, and that we understand 
it depends upon our generosity.  

Faith.  As Father Joel has pointed out in a couple of his recent 
homilies, Jesus Christ spoke often about money, about the 
fact that it can both corrupt and redeem.  A mentor early in my ca-
reer explained that he had never met an unhappy donor.  At first, I 
had no idea what he was talking about, but as I’ve aged I think I’ve 
come to understand what he was saying.  The act of freely giving 
what has seemed so important to us in fact frees us.  The very act 
of intentionally making a pledge to Church of Our Saviour – with 
funds that might have paid for a night out, or a vacation, or a new 
bathroom– binds us to our faith and expresses our appreciation for 
having Jesus Christ in our lives.
Joel our Rector, has charged us all with an ambitious goal for 2013 
– pledges of $220,000 – almost 10% more than this year’s goal.  So, 
when asked to make a pledge for 2013, please think on it carefully 
and follow your conscience and your faith.

Thank you.

Timothy Harwood
On behalf of the Stewardship Committee

Your Rector and Vestry are determined not to
 draw from our endowment in 2014  but instead to raise the 60k 
that we would normally be drawing for deferred maintenance  & 
budgetary expenses from 3 areas 

1. Staff Reduction:  We have not rehired a church secretary and 
area on track to save $20k 
 
2. Increased Rental Income: We have raised our existing rents and    
in 2014, vestry will examine our property rental market in detail   to 
determine if there are one or two organizations that could utilize 
our spaces  for a better return than twenty five different small 
groups at $25.00 per hour.  Raise another $20k

 3. A fervent hope that pledging will  increase 10% this year.  You 
can help.  pledge today!

Bishop Election News
Tom Shaw our Bishop announced his retirement last January.  Nom-
inations for Bishop are now closed.   The Discernment Committee 
is now interviewing and screening in order to determine the final 
candidates who will stand for election.  The new bishop will be elected 
by clergy and lay representatives and on April 5 at Trinity Church, 
Copley Sq.  The new Bishop is scheduled to be consecrated on Sept. 
13, 2014.  Please keep Bishop Shaw and the election process in your 
prayers.  

“Our Endowment is like an umbrella..                   
if we don’t care for it, we could get soaked      

one rainy day!” 

Interview with 
Caleb Stewart         

Aging Heating Plants

Caleb, I heard we’re thinking of replacing our heating systems, how 
many do we have? 
                                                                                                                                          
CS  There are four actually; three in the main church and one in the 
Parish House.  They’re all fueled with oil and we’d like to convert 
them all to gas
 
What do our fuel bills look like now? Would there be significant 
savings?
 
CS  Imagine that your only form of transportation is a 1973 Cadillac 
El Dorado with a huge V8 and that you drive over 1,000 miles a 
month.  Now imagine, the savings if you traded that guzzler in for 
a new Hybrid!  That’s not an inaccurate comparison as our furnaces 
are honorable yet ancient.  They’ve served us well, but they were 
made when a gallon of heating oil was cheap.  Now, we’re paying 
~$24K for the church each year (heated only for Sundays) and for 
the parish house.  We’re told that the savings could be ~$12K a year 
depending on the new systems we choose .
 
Sounds fabulous, so why not do it right now?
 
CS  Don’t tempt me!  Seriously though, I think all of our parish 
leaders are in complete agreement that we need new heating sys-
tems.  The challenge is selecting the right size and type of  system 
which is a somewhat complex process.  There are a number of facets 
we have to study and understand first.  Do we keep steam and use 
existing pipes for savings or go to forced hot water.  Then the Vestry 
needs to review it all and make a final selection. Finally, we’ll need 
to devise a plan to fund removal of old furnaces and the purchase of 
new unit/s in a way that fits our budget.  
 
Sometimes I see windows open in our Parish House in the dead of 
winter. What’s that about?  Idiocy?
 
CS  At present our parish house is heat by steam with no zones; 
that’s the boiler we most want to change.   Even if you need the heat 
in only one room, you’ve got to heat the entire building and then 
open windows if it gets too warm.  Completely 19th Century.  We 
need to study whether to stay with steam or use forced hot water.  
The church on the other hand, has a forced hot air system that works 
quite well.  It just needs new fuel efficient furnaces.
 
This is a big job.  Who’s looking into all this?
 
CS   As property chair I do a large amount of research and then 
report to the vestry.  We’re chugging along but the vestry has a lot of 
things on its plate right now.  It can be hard to wait, especially with 
another winter edging in.
 
What can we do to help?
 
CS  Let us know if you have expertise in this area or know someone 

“A well cared for Endowment 
is a sturdy umbrella that will 

serve us for generations!”

All Saint’s Day cont.
something of the essence of that which is lost in death.  Here are 
three revered people in the Anglican church.  Call them the Saints 
of October.  
Thomas Cranmer was the principal figure in the Reformation of 
the English Church, and was primarily responsible both for the 
first Book of Common Prayer of 1549   With the ascension of 
Queen Mary, they would not recant their Protestant theology.  
Though they might have fled the country they were imprisoned.  
On October 16,1555 Ridley and Latimer were burned at the stake 
in Oxford. Latimer’s last words  were “Be of good comfort, Master 
Ridley, and play the man; we shall this day light such a candle by 
God’s grace in England as (I trust) shall never be put out.”

Cranmer who wrote two recantations of his supposedly heretical 
doctrines during his imprisonment, at the end he recanted his 
recantations, and died heroically, saying “forasmuch as my hand 
offended in writing contrary to my heart, therefore my hand shall 
first be punished; for if I may come to the fire, it shall first be 
burned.”And so it happened at Oxford on March 21, 1556.

They say the greatest gift we can give unto the dead is to remember 
them and that the worst tragedy is to have been forgotten.  And so 
we remember the Saints of October;  Keep us, O Lord, constant in 
faith and zealous in witness, that, like thy servants Hugh Latimer, 
Nicholas Ridley, and Thomas Cranmer, we may live in thy fear, die 
in thy favor, and rest in thy peace; for the sake of Jesus Christ thy 
Son our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

cont.
who does and who might be willing to offer advice pro-bo-
no.  But most importantly, pray that this project happens.  And 
I really mean that; sometimes we may think it’s silly to pray 
for something as earthbound as a new furnaces but I have been 
stunned at just how far our church has come in the past several 
years in repairing some serious deferred maintenance prob-
lems.  The generosity has been beyond words and expert carpen-
ters and craftsmen have appeared at just the right time.  And, 
trust me.  I was praying a constantly!  I think God has big plans 
for this church and we need to keep it up and in top shape to car-
ry those out.  Let’s make Joel chant a furnace prayer on Sundays!

E P I S C O P A LChurch of
  Our  Saviour

Our beloved friend
Al White has died . 
 Funeral here Wednesday  
Oct. 16, at 11 AM



All Saints, St. Paul’s and Our Saviour Youth
You may not realize that the youth of the Episcopal Churches in 
Brookline get together for fun and fellowship on a regular basis.  Every-
thing from baking for the food pantry, to a movie and discussion to epic 
games of hide and go seek in church catacombs!

Episcopal Middle School Schedule  2013-2014

                                     Oct 18          Jan 10      March 14
                                    Oct. 25         Jan 24      March 28

                                 Nov 15         Feb 07      May 09
                                 Nov  22        Feb 28      May 16

     

Altar Guild News     
Joan Young, Directress
Now that summer has passed it’s time to say 
thank you to our members who set up and 
cleaned up for services in the cloister.  
Debra Wasiowicz filled in for the month
 of July, Liza Connelly and Halani Foulsham covered August.  They 
had much appreciated help from Judy Sojack and Kathryn Giles and 
I did hear that James Swinchoski also pitched in.  Sally Hull Jones 
helped out with the Baptism.   As is customary, our faithful men of 
the summer moved the furniture in and out for which we are always 
grateful. Thank you one and all!  If you have any questions about 
the Altar Guild, what we do, how we work please don’t hesitate to 
seek me out. We always welcome new members.  Our work is not 
hard, nor too time consuming but is an integral part of the worship 
at Church of Our Saviour. We would love to have you join us in this 
rewarding ministry. And, yes, men are most welcome too!  

Lousia Cogswell has moved to Sherrill House, a 196-bed 
not-for-profit nursing and rehabilitation center with roots 
in the Episcopal Church.  Named after Henry Knox Sher-
rill, former Presiding Bishop and most importantly THE 
FIFTH RECTOR OF CHURCH OF OUR SAVIOUR,  
He honeymooned in our rectory!  During his years the par-
ish house was built, the chapel and Pledging skyrocketed! 
Sadly, Louisa will not be able to continue her duties on the 
music committee and vestry.  We shall miss her leadership.  
Hopefully she’ll still be able to attend church. Why not 
send her a note.  You’d really brighten her day.  

Louisa Cogswell c/o
Sherrill House 
Room 312
135 S. Huntington Ave
Jamaica Plain, MA 02130 

The Teachings of Jesus: is a class that’s 
underway on Sundays at 12:00 PM following 
Coffee Hour.  The Rev. Merritt Harrison leads this 
exploration of what Jesus taught as seen through 
both the Gospels themselves and Christian writers

Fall Cleanup Day
Wear jeans to church on Sunday 

10/20 and bring your favorite garden tool.  
We will provide some rakes and lots of leaf 

bags.
  Yard Sale to benefit the church will be Sat-
urday, 10/19.  17 Bow Road, Belmont, MA  

10 a.m. to 1 p.m.  
 

If you have items to donate and or, want 
to volunteer to help,  please contact Caleb 

Stewart or, 
Debra Wasiowicz.

 
Please spread the word!

Auction Prizes Used Over Summer Yield 
Adventures on the High Seas, in the Dining 

Room and upon the Greens
Above, Florrie Ives, Pat Scanlon and Katherine Ingraham frolic on 
Boston Harbor evening boat tour with host Captain, Isaac Gar-
cia-Dale.  They’re heading under the Zakim Bridge in this photo.  
Juliette and Watson Reid just hosted an exquisite dinner at Parky 
and Lisa Shaw’s home created by chef extraordinaire Lisa Shaw 
And Abbott Lawrence recently hosted a winning bidder and 
friends at the Country Club in Chestnut Hill.  Said Lawrence,  “I 
learned that Isaac Dale is a really, super tremendous golfer and 
though I ...perhaps did not play as well..I did my best to be a super 
tremendous host!

Descendants of
John Wales
Take Tour of
Church of Our Saviour

Dear Joel:
Thank you so much for the 
opportunity to visit Church of 
Our Saviour this summer
and  to talk with you and
 to spend a few minutes in the
 sanctuary that was very central
 to the lives of one part of our family 
one hundred and twenty years ago. 
 John Wales (1832-1900) was a very successful business man.   He 
and his wife Susan built a home across Monmouth from the 
church.   They built another home for their son, George, when he 
married in 1885.   George and Mabel had three children:  Helen, 
Susan and John, all of whom were a part of the church from birth 
through their early teen years.   
John Wales (the grandfather) died suddenly while riding home 
from work in his carriage on November 15, 1900.  Over the next 
few years the family spent more time at their summer home in 
Beverly and finally settled there.   Helen was very active in so-
cial causes and served for more than 30 years as a trustee for the 
Beverly School for the Deaf.   Neither Helen nor John married.   
Susan married Herbert D Rollason, a Congregational minister who 
served South Congregational Church in Middletown, CT.   After 
her husband’s untimely death at age 61, Susan remained active in 
the church.   Even into her eighties she raised more than $2,000 by 
baking bread for the steeple fund for her church in Newburyport.
While we enjoyed a few moments of the peace and beauty of the 
Church of Our Saviour especially the beautiful windows, including 
the window given by John Wales, (Tiffany on right hand side) we 
noted that the gifts of members more than a century ago contin-
ue to inspire worshipers today.  But to us, just as significantly, the 
ministry of the church impacted the Wales family, both in the for-
mative years of childhood and as early teens.  The church was also 
there to minister to the Wales family at the untimely death of John.  
Like waves of the ocean, the impact of this ministry continues to 
ripple into the lives of successive generations of the Wales family, 
even to this day.
Thank you again for the opportunity to share in these moments 
of remembrance.   May your congregation continue to touch lives 
with the grace and love of God in years to come.

Bob and Ruth Inhoff

Church School News
We are off to a great start in the Church School. Claire Buesser has 
joined us as a teacher for the younger classroom. It is so nice to have 
her kind and thoughtful care for this energetic and busy group. 
 In the older classroom (now grades four through eight) 
we have begun a journey together back in time to start of the early 
church. Through role play, cooking, art and more we will learn 
together what it was like to be a Christian in the ancient city of 
Caesarea. We will learn about Paul, his companions, his travels 
and what they experienced as they spread the faith throughout the 
region. We are excited about this journey and are looking forward 
to a lot of fun as we “travel” and learn together.
 Finally, it has be a joyous beginning for our Youth Groups. 
Becky Taylor and I have loved seeing our students quickly get 
reacquainted over dinner and then jump back into a fun filled time 
together. What a great time playing hide and seek in the dark inside 
church! Isaiah was the last one to be found. We thought we looked 
everywhere until he popped out of the pulpit! We all thought that 
was funny. The older group was also happy to see one another, 
catch up about our summers, read some poetry and enjoy a movie 
together (Dead Poets Society). All of the participants were eager to 
plan our next get together.  We know we are on the right track as 
someone told their parents that the group was “epic”. 

A Recent Coffee Hour at Church of Our Saviour. Who among 
us could partake of this feast and then ignore the inner stirring  to 
double or even triple one’s pledge!

ALL SAINTS DAY -REMEMBER MY NAME
One of the things I like about grocery stores today is that most everyone wears a name tag.  What a delight 
it is to address an employee by their actual name, they seem to honestly respond warmly to it.  After all, it’s 
been said, ‘What’s the most beautiful sound a person has ever heard? ..It’s the sound of their own name.”   In 
a very few weeks, it will be All Saints/ All Souls Day, those feasts in the  church when we remember the 
names of those who have gone before us; both saints and 
and regular folk. So often now we see tattoos 
in memory of friends or car rear windows that
are shrines to lost friends.  The church is not 
much different, by remembering we keep
(continued on back page) 


